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HISTORICAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT. 

LOCATION. 

The area treated in this Rcport is Pocahontas COWlty 
with suffi cient information 011' adjoiJ1ing areas to how tl,e 
relation thereto. Pocahontas is situated along the a- tern 
border of the State just south of center, being inclnded 
between the parallels 38° 00' and 38° -15' north latitude ruld 
79° 35' and 80° 25' west longitude from Greenwich. It is 
bounded on the north by Randolph ounty, on the east by 
Pendleton COlmty and Highland and Bath Coun t ies, Virginia, 
on the south by Greenbrier COll11ty, and on the we t by 
Greenbrier and Webster Counties. The eastern boundary 
fo llows t.he summit of Allegheny J\Iountain , while th e r emaiu­
ing boundari es are arbitrary. 'I'he greater part of the county 
is dra ined by Grecnbrier River which 1'0S its SO lU'ce in the 
extrcmc northeastern corner md flows in a geueral south­
lVest direct ion, thus roughly bisecting th e county. The we. t­
ern P8l't of the county is drained by Cherry, Cranberry, and 
Williams Rivers, tributaries of Gauley River, Elk River , and 
!:lhavers Fork of Cheat River_ Pocahontas County i. very 
irregular in outline, having no definite form. It greate t 
length norll.rast-southwcst is approximately 56 miles, and its 
grralcst width southeast-northwest is 29 miles. Its geograph­
ical po~ition is sllOwn on Figure 2 in the Author's Preface. 



, 

TRANSPORTATION, 

WATERWAYS, 

Transportation by menn8 of wa ler\vll ys ha s played a 
minor PlIl't in th e economic development of th county, In 
the ea rl, days, however, several of th e IUl'ger stl'eams were 
used in floating logs to the mill. Part icu laJ'ly \Vas this true 
in the western pal·t of the coun ty where temporary dams 
were built. These were released during the rainy season 
carrying the logs to the mill , then located at Richwood. This 
method, altho ugh eX I edient in those days, proved very waste. 
ful. Eviden ce remains to t his day of many fine log~ that 
never reached their destination. In more recent year" tbis 
method has been repLaced by steam railroads. (See Chapter 
on \Yater.Power ) . 

STEAM RAILROADS. 

Chesapeake and Ohio Raj,lway,-Greenbrier Division,­
The Greenbrier Division of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway 
is a bran ch from the main line at Whitcomb, Greenbrier 
County, and extends northward across this county into 
Pocahontas, fo llowing the Greenbrier Riyer to its northern 
termination at Win te rbnl'O Stat ion (Thornwood P.O. ) . At 
Durbin it connects with the W estern J\Iaryland Railwa~' . It 
was completed to Cass ill 1901, to Durbin in 1002, and to 
Win te rburn in 1905. 'rhe compl etion of this ra ilroad mArked 
a new era in the I rosperity of Pocahontas County and has 
continued to be 011C of the most va In cl Hssets of this cOlmty, 

Tn r eply 10 an inquiJ'Y regHrcliug its construct ion, first 
operat ion, anu track mil eage, th e late G. B. \\'a ll , \·ic~· 

Prps id ent, supplied the fo ll owin g summar,\': 

"The con. tru cllon of this branch began In Jun e, 1899, and was 
com pleted In Jun e, 1905. The date of the first operation of train. 
over the Oreenhrl er Branch In Pocahontas County was In December, 
1000. The mileage 01 thia brancb In Pocahontas County, We. t Vir­
ginia, Ill-Mai n Line, 65.6 miles, with 12.73 miles of sidings:' 

Western Maryland Railway, - Durbin Branch, -The 
Durbin llrRllcl1 of th e Weste rn lIInry land Railway e telldl 
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ft'\)Hl 11:1"111"'. HUlldoJph eO llllty, to DIH'bin , li nd 111 £' )'/1 <:011-
lll'\'ts \nth th{' Ul'C'(,Hbl'i (, j' D.iviRiOI1 oil th e Chesopea l{(' Hnd 
(,\hio UH.i1wuy. Al'cordin~ 1'0 J", ' \T . I--\l'oorn e, Buperilltenc1eut, 
thi, br"nl·1t "'flS cOl\1plt'l ed hy the 'onl and Iron llflil wuy 
C'Olnpany OIl ... \ug' tlst 1, 1903, nll d. was pUl'chn sed by the 
Pl'{'::.\('ut ow ners on Novomber I , 1905. In Pocahontas Conn ty 
tlH"r~ art' 17.62 miles of mnill tl'H ck with 2.01 1nil es of s idin gs. 

Spruce Branch.- Dlll'ing 1928 the W esterll lI1aryiand 
Railway Comp"")" Jltll'chased that portion of the Greenbrier, 
Cheat and Elk Rni lroad beginning at Cheat Junction, 
Randolph Connt:-, and extel1cl.in g south along Shavers l!'ol'k 
to Spruce, where it turllS west, crossing through the luoun tain 
passes between the headwaters of Tygart, Cheat, and Elk 
RiYers. and then clown Big Spring Fork of Elk to Slaty 
Fork. l!' rom this point it extends northwestward down main 
Elk. passing into Handolph County at the mouth of Douglas 
Fork. and entering Webster County at the -Whitaker F all s, 
and thence proceeding down the south side of the river to 
Bergoo at the mouth of Leathen,ood Creek. This road is 
entirely of standard gauge, the principal function of 
which in previous years was as a log carrier for the ,Vest 
\ irginia PuLp and Paper Company. This road will provide 
a general freight and passenger sel'yice in this tel'ri1ory , 
which also includes extensive coal deposits of eastern 'Yebster , 
SOllthern Randolph, and northwestern Pocahontas COUllI ies. 

West Virginia Pulp and Paper Company Lumber Rail­
road.-Certain portiol1 s of what was formerly the Greenbrier, 
Cheat and Elk Railroad were not included in the 'Vestcrn 
;'.[aryland purchase and are !lOW operated by the 'Vest 
Yirginia Pulp and Paper Company. Th ese includ_e a branch 
from Slaty Fork extending around the eastern side of Gaul ey 
Mountain alld entel'iJlg Randolph COlmty neal' the northern 
pron!! of Big Rlln, and Anotber branch frolll Spruce ~outh­
ea~tward across Back Allegbeny l\Iouutaiu, through a moun­
tain pa~s 3,040 feet above sea-level, dO Il-n Leatherbal'k Rna, 
to ('1I~" wllere it connects with the Chesapeake and Ohio 
RailwR.\·. According to Cha rl es W . Lllke. Manager of the 
Company OP!' l'lltionH at Cass, the brallch extelllling from 
• lat.v Fork into Rundolph COllllt~· on Gauley 1\1ountain will 
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I,,' 1111"' 11 lip Ill'lt' t' I hl\ 11,,11 )('1' is 1"' ", 01'i'l 1 I" ' ''~'' , Ihlll ""1' 11 , IJIII 
lit' bJ'jl llt'h l'I' ,, "I'(' l i ll ~ Illtl ( :h(lHllj l('III«1 II lld ()JIll) III, ( lll"" wilh 
till' \\' I"!I"'II In",l' lli nd II I H I" ' II /'>' will ill tilt ' 1'111111'1 I,I' 
"i'I'I'IIII'" hy (hI' 1)l""IH' " ( '11"'1 11"' ,1' " " II Wi vIII Il "IIilt'I)/III. 

HIGHWAYS, 

State Roads, 

III 1111111.1' or 0 111 ' C IIl1li os ill g' I' (' ~H nlld g' ,'ess hy 'Il oto,' 
dlll'i ll l\' lit wi,d [' ,In ollthH llflVe b ('11 pOHsi ul only ulIri n,:: I h 
111,1 f 'W YOIIL'S, Po ,,,11 01'11 ,," 'o nn ty 1 (' ill g' n o X' pl,ion , , 'ill' 
tli" I"v isioll oC I. /i l 'o"d l liws ill J92] Illlri Iii· ~sl.II lli AJlln 'l1l 
of II Htlll t{,OIlc] 'O 'llmi ssion, Ihis 'onl1il,ion is rn Al IJ in g 
1'~l1Jed i ('( 1. \V ii n l h jll'csent l'ontl ·b llild ing 'jlI 'OI-( I'A Ill i 8 ' OIH · 

1'11'(('<1 fl ll W al. V il 'gi llifJ, CO'JJIII,y·R fl lS w ill b OIlIlN'l et! w ilh 
hUrd ,slIl'fn ' (1 J'ollls, IlS W 11 li S to Ih mll i'll 1l'1'1 l'i ('A 0 1' 1 1'1)V I 
outsi d I he flta te, 

FI'OIll Ihe ' t at.e Road CO llllll ission's om illl Mill', lil 
topOWllpilimaps of t.1J Ullil d SIMos ol og i HI HIIJ'\' y, 
/In(1 t li w l' it.e)"s own k nowl edge oC the r onds in P ocnhonlns 
('ounty, I h l'o'il ow in g illfOl'm fltiOJl ,is g ive n : 

Sta.te Route No, 24,-(Seneea. Trail, in part) ,-, tAl 
HOllie No, 24 b g inB a t 1'1'jno 'Lo n, M l' 'CI' 'OUllty, and c n. 
tilJIICR CfI~ L II, I'08R Mo l" I'to "I nl,l' tl , V jl'g inin , III n ('o'l1 ow. 
inA' tll m 'nnd J'R of' N wRiv l' by wil y o r Iml'i 'h 1.0 N01'roWH, 

('ro, si ng Ncw W v I' , nnd th J1 11 01'111 nlOIl /.( LhiA 811'Ollll1 to 
Ri ('h CI' ole nnd I" n ' 0 to P I Cl'Rt OWlI , 'vV Rt Vil'g' ill ill , 'on. 
lilllling in a Jlol, t.h list dire Lion ROI'ORM rom o and It, cnbl'it' r 
( 'o l/Mil'll, it. (: I'ORH H Ih Midlnlld ')'I'nil ( Itonl o 0, ;' ) fll 
Ijl,w j ~ bl1rg, nw/ e nl crill /.( POCli tlOlilos COlln l y 011 Droop MO\\lI . 

I',in R(Hl lhwCH/' 01' Hil/Hhot'o, co lil ili li eN thl'OIl A' It l\ (nrlilllon , 
p(I ~~ iTlg ,j l/ ~ t weR t of 1r. (11'11,Y 10 Hln1y (,'O l'l , HI'I'r lite rORd 
tl/rnA f'l 1 ~ t. 10 1IIII W(IO<l 11' 11 (,1'1\ it. ug'/li ll 1111'lI k 1I 01'tll , 1 nvinR 
{>()(' ld,orilIIH II/Irl (' 1111' 1'111 ,. 1t111J(l olph , lit .MIII'<', IIl1d ('01lIi1l\l('11 

1J r,rtJ, in /(,IIII(/ olp" ( '(,IIIIII,y 10 III1U OII HVi li p ",It I' 1'1' it. ,jOi1l N th 
,tlJl lliI lllI II lId 1'lIf'1«('fHhlll',. I'il«' whi" h iN Ih \1l'I ' ('oi1l('id{,llt 
w itll H IIII I(' N Il , Mi, .... _-_.- ... , 



WI ' " 11I«.!N lh ( ,H) L()( .! C''' , , )(V I-Y, 

t 1"\ t'nunt,' liHIJ to ( 'o lll p l)1' 111 0 \ \ II I h I'llll g' 1i J I i IlHIII II'f', Mi ll P oinl, 

nud t'~ t', u lHl lul'l intO ll , iN II g ood IHlVt'd J·OI It! . II' rom CIJ IJlP~ 
hdlttH\ It tht\ t'OtHI h UH IWI' 11 l'clo('ft tru Sf) H ~ to ll foi f' ll lid til I;fepp 
gt'lult' just w l'~1 of 'u mphcllf ow ll , jOillill g th e old 1'0(1(1 v,hout 
0.1\' mill' C"rthe" no.'l h, A ~lIin jUHt Bo uth 01' B ,hIl Y Ih e !'OIlU 
tal'(":-' u. lI CW CO lll'~l" . S('(' ul'ill g' U. IlIli Ch Ip U c)" g l'tld by iH)(;p uU . 

Ill!: Wolfpl'll Hi l!(c " "U joi n illg Ih e old !'ond Ilt 11. 0 sumll. it, 
From th SlllUlllit Ih' lI ew !'oad 1'01l0w8, in gene!'a l, Ih e old 
ex(.'C' pi to slrnightclI out abrupt curves alld seClI l'e bl,ttcJ' 
'.'a llt", }<'rolU 'a n.pbelltown to th e county lino at lIraee, by 
way of Slaty ll'ork und I.dnwood, the rood lHls been g l'aded . 
This ['oute is oll e of tI. e mos t scenic in the Statc, 

State Route No, 56 or Staunton and P arkersburg Pike,­
' illte Route No, 56 on t '!'8 Pocabon tH s COIUlty fl' ol11 Stau nton, 
\ 'irginia , by wa r ot Monter ey, 21/2 mi les east of: '1' p of: 
AUegheny, dc co ndin g t hi s slOI e to Bartow on th e East F ork 
of Gree nb)' ie [' River , th ence following the north, ide of this 
tream to Dllrb in , itere crossing the W est Fork 01: Grec niJri c.' 

River and ascendin g Back Allegheny Mountain br th e best 
poss ible g rade and leav in g Pocahontas and en terin g Rand olph 
on the sudd le b tween Back Allegbeny and Shav o,'s MOll nta ins, 
It then continues in a n or t her ly clireetion to Elkins, th en 'e 
across Barbour COllnty by way of Philippi , und t hence 
a lmost due llorth to G.'uCtOLl in Tay lor CO Llll ty wh I'e it joins 
the ,",orthwestern Pike, From t he V irg ini a lin c t o Enrto\\' , 
10 miles, it is unimproved but is a good dirt r ondo F'l'olll 
Bartow to Greenb ri er l'tivc!' at Durbin , 3,5 mil es, it is a good 
"a"pel road, F'!'on. Du,'b ill to the Randolph onnty line, 5,6 
mi l('s, the final A')'ading' is compl tcu, 'l'his route is ill so one 
or tb e f:itate 's se )li e hi g hways, 

State Route No, 42,- S tat lto)ll'e No, 42 is entirely 
w ithin tI. e limit s of thi s 'Ollnty, , turtin g f,'om Rout No, 56 
AI BArtow fllId p<t ss in g SOllt i! by wily oC Bo~' 1' , G.' e ll Dank, 
DIl IIf1l 0/,(', nlH[ Frost, alld COIIII C' lin g wit h ROlit No, 4:~ just 
wp~ t of Minn ch"i!f1 ~prillgs, 'I'his route , whi "h iti 32, ~ mil cs 
lon l(, hA X !'ern g rlld ('d fllI(1 improved wil h loca l r lt 1'\ ~ra l'e l 

duriug the IU Rt J'ew Y<'II I'S /lnd is 1I0W he ill /\, g ivcn 1\ IlIl1c'l(lullI 
bindl'r thnt. IJKRllrPH 1111 pX.('I,l lf'llt rOUlI tllI'Oll l\' lt Ollt tit., ~' C I1l', 

ltate Route No, 43,-'l'hi~ rout!' is "I so II short Olle, 
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hlllil> l( ils li " lil s wi lhill 11)« ("(II II" Y, 1',-0111 Jl'I III' lillllJII II) Ibe 

\ ' i"l(i llili HI,,!<- l i lli' lJy "'"Y 0 /' Ih e Kiln"" C,'p('k W"W· Ull(j 

~lilllll, h ll hlt HpI'i ll l(H, j .' ,-"" I J\l 11I'lililoll I,) II III Millil e liHIUl 

':p ,' ill !!'N l)l ' id ~"' , it .iH " good IHLv,'!I '-01111 , IJll t l/wlle,' In t1, ~ 
, ' iq,;'i niu l i tH.' is 1ItIiIJlPI'OVNJ. 

Oounty Ronds, 

'1'11 0 g l"II1.Ol' pl1rt of 1'0011 11 0111.0 8 'ouill y i s OOllllCCfcu 

wil l, good COllll l.y ronds .Iending t·o I'Il e main al'l.e"ies of 
t""vcl Ih 1l.l. have bellll bu il t and lire now I1Hl.illlfJined by the 
' (lit " H lid '011'1 III i58i ol1. Th o 'O lln ty r oads, ollstruct d nud 
IIl lIinll1i ncc/ und el' tll C snper v ision of til e 'ounty 'o ll1l11i s­
"iOIl (, I'S, 'O "'1HII 'O .fllvol'l,b.ly w i tll olher OUllli s of til 'talc, 
'l'uI, i ll g' Hdva ntll g'c 0.1' Ih' ~bllllC/an 01' ' h rI , g l'nvel, And 
l i lll 08 tO ll 0, ", a.ny 111 i1 es 0 .1' CO lllI !.Y r oads /lI'e pH ssnbJ e Ihrong-h­
oul lh y HI' , III l h' wesl el'll 1'>1 ,'1' 01' th o co unty, however , 
v' ry f ew " 0;] (/ , of lill y descr ipti on '"'0 found, Irave l b ' ing 
uOllnll ,'d to t he r ough JIlli le tl'H II s I'hut fo ll ow th vn J'i cys or 
moulltlli ll rid ges, lI'I, d 10 I I, logging r"ilroads, 

DROOP MOUNTAIN BATTLEFIELD STATE PARK, 

r ,'oo p M O'lllltllin Bn l·tl eR Id i:3tll te PUl'k is l ocllted on the 
nOI'th (" ' 11 "HI of. D,'oo l lII oun tllin jl1st IV sl' of and adjOining 
lil e Se neCA T,'ni l (Sl lIte Route No, A ) >11. 'pi , p , 0, llerc 
t he :) 111( 0 hDR bonght 125 acre" 01' " )JlI1't of th bntt] field, 
foJ.' II :::i llli e PIIl'k, liS It IlI cJ1l ori"I to t h' soldiel's who fought 
(Nove mbel' G, 1 U3 ) in tbe g l' 11 1 5t baW ot the ivil War 
011 W e,1. Vil'{:~ inill soil. 

J) 'OO Jl M OIIIIIHili II'lid v ieillity is ol1e of tlte bcal1ty spots 
of I he S till e, wit h lI,fl g'lIificCIiI vi WS 011 nil sides, On the 
ens l fl lld II Iho1l81111(\ i'ret below 811 occfls ionlll glilllp~e of 
I he (I ,w llh"i (' " HiveI' elll1 oe seell, while 011 the northell t i 
/h (' 10IV II of' 1Ii1l8\)01'O Jo{'utc(\ ill II o\'olld liml'stone vnll 
sUI'I'o lllldrd witl , 1IIIIIIy fillt' w~ II - lIcJlt fllnns, On the we t 
sll1n(/ Ih,' l' IIf.( f.(e d !nOIlIl/lliIlS tlltlt CO II/po~(' the Yew Range 
fi lld H('PIII'U/1' Ih(, (In'('lIhl'i''I' d\'lIil1l1 f.(t' from thAt of tht' Gaul 
'rill' 11111' 1< \vIIN dcdi(' lIt~d .Jllfy 4, 1!)2!l, 
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l""Oll i til.· stUI HII'IHll j o r IIolh h l,·dol'h' int l" l'" t HilI! j ' I ' IIlt ' 

b, IHt .' , this pU I'k i"i llllllid btl \)llt ' til' 11111 1110", 1 11 " plil II 1 IIJ ,III' 

~tHh' 

GENERAL DESORIPTION, 

M i se LLAN QUS ITEMS, 

FOl'mn.tion, P Ol'n li o ll lli S COllllt y wu s 1'01'1IIt1d h,' /III Ad 
of tht.' Ut1lll'l'u l J\ Sl"t.' llIuly nt Virg'i lliu ill I)rc\.' llIb t' I', H';~ l , r "()111 

put'," "I' 1111111 , 1" ' IHIIdoll , ,eI 111111<1 01 ,)11 COII"t;" . , 
III II. Idft.' !' 1"'0111 Alldrt'w PI ' iN' 01' l\ l lI l'l illloll , \\'t.'l'\ t 

\ 'iq.!illiH, t.lll )) ('\'t.'ll lb t.' I' In, ID27, h(' qUOll'S f l'om " ))Yl' j" K 

IlId t!x" l"'g' ftl 'din g- Iht.' I'o l' lilnl ioll , lI oS J'o ll o\\':-; : 

" 1]\'ld /l Jllng n l til 1.\ linc.:! o f Ol'oonbrl 01' Otltll Y 011 t op of th t.~ 
All g hu ll UY I\IOUIIWIIl . tl l(,ll Ci) wll h tll o linld 1111 0 t o 111 0 hNHI of Spit' 
HUll, th (! llc(l w i t h sold IIn ~ 10 Iho (l nd o f Iho 'I 1'00 1) 10l.mtuiu, th t'HC 
with suf ll lin l u l" 1'.\'0 1" 8 K nob, th lJ llCc willi suit! IIl1e t n wht.' rt.· It 
hHlrsectiol t il · lin t) o r iJntli 1111(1 Hllndoll)h. th e nce with UIt' lint' tlhttJ· 
Ing Honclolph lI nrl 0 1'cc nbl'h.H' ('ou ntl t..'8 to (h e nH)UlIlnlu oppo~lt(\ tht' 
JU [I(:tlOIl of t he Bonno(, lc S holl l ~ HUll w ith \Vlllinm a Illvt' r , th t.1llcO n 
till'olghl IIno to Iho mouth or lhu Dry li~O l' k or Wlk Hlv{\ I', ttlt'nc(I It 

8trnfghl Iin{.l to tll O tO il o f l hO 111 l1ntnln Ul' lWI\t.) 1I tlw h(,lld ot th 
Valley HI"Pl' lI ud tho pOint lotil nfol't;!s lIld, wht.we the road luHlfn g 
from love r 1... .. 1(11, to Ilu ll dol ph oUl'thousf:\ (' rO ~!:It'$ $ulcl mountntn, 
thenco fL s irnfg h t IIno 10 wh ('1' th o Iiue of Pf'nd l (lton O1ll1ty fntrr. 
8f' l~ th Ifno or Unti l nlHI 11111111 0 1l)h Ct unti l'S o n ton ()t lilt, mOlllltlltn 
b(ltwc n IH.'lIt uml O l' ClU11Ill'iCl l' Ht"cl'!:I, th one(, with th e- tOl' of Rshl 
mountnln to \Vh (\ I' th e l' nel· leudlng tr011l Slnvcu'K to HaUllolph 
courthOuso (' l'08St.\fj ft. 111<.' 11 '0 II atrnlght lin (' to th e t op or tht 

lI~g ll " ney Mounl " '1l 0111)0811 0 II, ,, I",.d of th ~ east lork of thl' 
rce nhl'l r Hi ve!', 111 (': 11(.' 0 wIth th ('> to)) or satd IUlluntain to th 

P('ndlelon line, IlI c' n (, wllh III lUI) of aRid 1II01llltalo 10 the b 110010&," 

° 1f(, I'P ~" ', "I'i tt, l'O """,111I s f'urlhn 11K follow"! 

" !"rom tid. pOint Ilw orllCl na l ~all . ahow ao laoorlUl 00 th 
port of tlltl Ilrnfl. mon of Ih ~ hili aa tn th topoarapb, of th uotry 
anll tho cro ll . '" '(\ "lttlJII(UC", ., II complied wIth It ,... flMm4 that 
II wOll lri (' ,,, til" ('O,,"l y of .. 0111 ton 10 two pal1ll o~~E:~;lo~ 
tho ('ontrovM.y wllh II lt nllnlph Count, 10 th \cIItl 
.fnn r. II ,(>(1 111(' 1I"'.I'nt houndarl .. of the 
fIf I/,e Rh,v(' " rOlll1 wllh lh top of tb 
thn (IIvldf' hotw!' .. 11 II", h~Rdwatera of the ,,,,,I Ore'I'nllrll 'r IIlv.' r, Ih~nc Ith th 
that (IIv lti e III Ih(l 10,) 01 lIe,bao, II 
01 IIlIII rolll,,,,,,tln In th p b 11111111," 

" 'r I" , ,,, eM,,,1l hnundary of th 
"'All fr(lIn ('IIlv(,r I.h'k croll 

'l'r"1I IIr 111111(1 24 I ' rt'~ •• Vall '-!==i 
Joy WilY Ilf ('h('nl Hlv r, I, Ib, 

" 
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,\ " poi1llrll oul by M.,', Price I he OI'igi lllll iJoll l/U"rie 
t · r , ~ Were 

.1I11 l'g'IW US IIlId 1I111I'y 0 the oldo ,' maps, 'ntluding the <-

I· I ' I 1 1" otate Illap o . t to ~~ll'''CYI SlOW t 10 In ~ from the Rtnunton au 
1'111'k""Nblll'g 1"ke on Chent lI'fo nn ta lll as a straight line to tbd 

Cl'l'st of Allegheny, 'rhe last commission appointed to 6: 
the bO\lnda,'.v between PocahontllS and Randolph made it 
a ' to includo the wlltel'shed of Greenbrier l'tiver in Pocahontf!O 
Count,'" 'l'hi s wonld seem to be the logical boundary, as 

Area.- The present area of Pocahoutas County, as deter_ 
mined with planimeter from the topographic sheets of tile 
United States Geological Sm'vey, is as fo llows: 

Districts. Square Miles 
Greenbank , .. ... . •....... . ... ... . . . . .... .. ..... . .... 319.24 . 
Huntersvi lle . . .. . . . . . . . ....... . . . ... .. . ..... . ... . . . . 193.64 
Edray "." .. ,' , ... , ......... ... .... . . .. _ ... " , " , " 231,05 
Little Leve ls ... , .•. " .. " . "., . , ... " ..... .. ....... , 192, 68 

T otal. , . .. , , , .. ' , . , , , , , .. ' , , ' .. , , , , .. ' . , , . , , , ., 942,61 

Relief,- 'l'he surface of Pocahontas Conn ty is for the most 
part rngged and mountainons, the causes of which will be 
discussed in detail under t he Chap ter on Physiography, The 
eastern side of the coun ty has been greatly dissected by the 
Greenbrier River and its t ributari es, t he river havulg left 
steep precipitous banks below the l evel of the Harrisburg 
Peneplain, The western side of t he connty, marking the trne 
beginning of the Appalachian Plateau , has its drainage to 
the west, the vario us rivers ha.ving cut deep channels below 
the level of t hi s ancient platcau, The entire cOlmt.y .tands 
high above sea-level, a large part of it r eaching well above 
the 4000-foot l eveL 

The surface varies in elevation from 1,952 feet on 
Greenbrier River at t he PocallOuta s-Greenbrier Connty line 
to 4,842 feet at Bn ld Knob on Back Allegheny Mountain, 3lh 
miles north west of Cass, making a total difference of 2,890 
feet, the latter point being only 18 feet lower than Spruce 
Knob in P endleton Count~·, th e highest point in the State, 
with an e levation of 4 ,860 feet. 

Climate.- From the standpoint of climAte Pocahoutu 
might be divifleu rough ly into t IVO )larts , that is, highland 
and va ll eys ot' lowlands. Being 8 v('ry 1l10untainou cOllnty 
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"'Ih hil(h l'l~Ynlions and locnled on the weblt· ... , bide of Ih e 
mUltl ~\ Il('I"h('Hill~, H 1:-) f;, Uhjccl to sevc l'c wintel's. Th(l val leys, 
howt"yt..'l', bt'ing protected on ilhc l' s ide, ha ve less sever e 
wiutC'L'$. DUri ll g' the su mmC I' mouths the weather is ideal, 
t-;('klolll flvl't'agi ng oyer 70 d cg l'ces li'ahl'enli cit dUl'ing July, 
till' warmest month of the yea r. The nights ""e cool and 
ideal for sleeping. Pocahontas County's climate should be 
cousidered >1S oue of its large assets. 

Clill1ntologica l facts can best be gained by examining the 
records of pnst yea rs. T his county is particularly fortuuate 
ill ha ying nch a public-spirited citizen as Mr . S. L. Browu, 
Cler k of the County Court, who has kept practica lly a COUl­

plete record of temperature, ra infall, and snowfall at Marlin­
Ion since 1893. At Arbovale complete r ainfall r ecords haye 
been kept since December , 1924, by Mr . H . S. Sutton. 

T he foll owing statistics concerning temperature, precipi­
tat ion, snowfall, and frosts at Marlinton , and the precipitation 
da ta at Arbova le, as secured by t he above ob.en ·er., ,ycr e 
furnished by H. C. Howe. Section Director, United States 
\,eather Bureau , P ar ker sburg, W est Virginia: 

Monthly, Annual, and Mean Temperature in Degrees 
F ahrenheit at Marlinton. S . L . Br own, Observer. 

Year. J an. Feb. Mar. A pr . May. J une. July. Aug. I Sept. I Oct. No\,. D",. .Annual. 

1893 · .. . 82.2 80.4 1)0 .0 5(LO tJ i.2 ... . .. . . . . .. 51.6 38.0 ., ,\ .. '" 
1804 33.1 8 1.3 "1.1 4 i .2 . . . . GO .9 ... . . .. . . ... ... . 88.9 ...... .... 
I B~5 28.6 37.5 ... . .. .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4304 42.6 32 .4 •.. . .. ... . 
) 896 29.1 3 1.1 8".8 63.0 66. 1 69.7 71. 0 68. 7 61.4 4iA 44.'1 31A [ 60.7 
1897 25 .1 88.2 41. 7 "-7 .0 55.1 65.2 60.0 67.1 60 .9 68.8 S9.7 83.91 4. 9. • 
1 898 88.8 ao.o 45.6 43.9 60.0 66.9 71.2 69.8 
1899 29.6 26 .4 39.8 48 .8 61.0 69.0 70.2' 70.0 
1900 8 0.6 28. 1 86.0 48.2 09.5 68 .6 69.8 72.0 
1901 80.0 26.6 88.6 43.1 68.8 66.8 7SA 68.8 
1902 · .. . .. . . · ... ... . ... . . ... .. .. ... . 
1968 .... .. . . 47. 2' 6 .0 02. 1 60.0 68.6 .. . . 

60.0 66.2 lPo. 28.0 26.0 . ... 44 .0 6 7.4 G • . 8 
190 6 .. .. fl .8 48 .8 GO.5 06.2 60.7 67.0 ... . 
ItO~ · ... . . , . .. .. . . .. . .. . . .. . · ... ... . 
ua7 . . . . · ... 42.2 67.6 .. .. 70.0 67.5 · ... 
ltol 11.8 28.6 U .8 51.1 62. ' .. . . .. . . .. . . 
Ito. · .. . ... . ... . . ... 04.8 66.2 · ... ... . 

04.8 1110 11.7 11.7 " .0 ' 8.6 . ... 00.0 67.6 
1111 .U " .0 16. ' 44 .0 Rt .2 1j7 .2 70 .2 72.8 

Itll II.' 17.1 '0.' 62.4 68.9 62 .4 60 .1 66.0 

Itl. .u ft.' '0.' 47 .6 50 .2 6 4.6 (10.2 07.0 

I'll .1.1 17.' ".0 18.6 68.9 66.8 65.8 65.6 

m' I~.! 11.8 ".0 48. 4 U .• 6 1.0 66.0 6 4 .0 .... ,8.4 " .8 5~. 1 60.6 118.2 (17.2 , :J 17.1 •••• u.~ 60.2 0 1.2 on.3 0<.2 

6'&.S 52.2 
60.4 5SA 
67.2 56 .S 
60.0 60 .0 

. ... 
'itA 
88.8 
83.0 

I 

28.S 49 . 
SO.6 50 . 

9 
4 

... . .... . .. . 
.... \ 
. :~.~ : : : : : 

61.9 40.5 
62.0 48.S 
61.0 60.0 
. . . . . .. . 
64.0 .. .. 
. ... .. " 
68.6 44.0 
64.1 60 .7 
69.1 (, j.6 
66 .F 62.4 

68.0 .. i .4 . . .. ' " . 
01.6\ 

51.3 
67.2 .8.0 
57 .4 42.7 

3S.4 
8'.0 
40.0 
· ... .. .. 
· ... 
43.2 
32.0 
31'U 
86.2 

3~.6 

· . .. 1 
37.51 
87.2 1 
~::! t l 

22.4 \ .... . 

.30:0\: : :: : 

. . . . I . . . . . 
32.61 .... • • 

'i,J:: : 
~S.6 1 · · .. 
3; .21 
28.8 

31.2\ 

5 1 
.~ 

, . .7 
. ~ 

. .• • 1 . • • • 
. 7 

ft . ~ 
6.9 
4 . 4 

'26.61 • 27.7[ • ] 8.0 1 • _. -
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Monthly, Annual, ILJId Mean Temperature in Deer ... 
F a.hrenheit at Marlinton, (Continued) . 

s. L. Brown, Observer. 
\ " 1'. Jan. F(lb. liar. J .o\pr. If.ay. I J une. , July., Aug. I Sr;1It.i l,)cl. s ••. I .,..,. ..... 0iI: 
UiJ8 16.0 2~.8 .a 0.3 4-1. 3 60.~ . 1. ~ ti .& .U ~:; .. $ .. . 3 60.0 

8$.0 u.: '" 1910 26. ) 20. 1 3~:~ 40.0 56.! 66.0 67.6 6$.6 6g.0 5G.)! It .• h.O n'" 
1020 U.S 26. '- St. U.O 52.0 60." 62.1 6 • . 0 .... ... . '" . n.lI. . 
lUU 2 .. 8 1, 2 46.S 46.0 U.P 66.0 69.! 6 1. ~ 68. " "'.7 3S.S U .. . t" i 
l UU 23.6 81.8 3 .! -40 •• 66.0 ea." 65.6 GO.IJ 61.0 Ht.4 36.S 31. I ,, :. 
I ~23 28.0 27.7 86.0 " .f 54.6 66.0 ••• 65.1 60.6 -U.S: SiU 36.01 n.1 19U 2" .0 27.S 8 .. . 0 45 .0 61.7 61.' U.! 65.8 &6.6 ·n .! 3 7.1 tB.o .... 1026 26.0 86.2 8&.0 .ali •• &t •• 66. 4 00.0 fU.! GUI H .G S$.U 

9: 7 '.f ] 026 2 4.8 80.2 29.U 41.0 5G.' :r·s 61.0 IIi. " OS.O " P. l 1" .0 n.D t1.t 
1027 28.6 87.0 H .! 46.S 61L4 ... 66.g 81.9 60.6 50.1 " 0.6 1<i :::. ••• 

Melli. 27.7 20." ! .! •••• 67.0 0 4.6 07.6 68 . • 61. . • O.~ 31.6 ii." • . 0 

Monthly, Annual, and Mean Precipitation in Inchet at 
Marli.nton. S. L. Brown, Observer. 
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Monthly, Annual, and Mean Snowfall in Inches at 
Marlinton. S. L. Brown, Observer. 

Ye-ar. Jan. Feu. Mar. Apr. May Oct. Nov. Dec. Annual. 

1893 ... ~I 18.5 1.0 · ..... ... . .. ... , .. 2. 5 3.0 .. . ..... 
IS9~ ... 6 .0 18. 0 1.0 T · .. ... , ... ... 5.0 M · . . ..... 
1895 ... M 8.0 10.5 1.0 · ..... ... . .. 0.5 9 .8 ... . .. . . 
1896 ... 1.1 3.1 14 .2 1. 6 ...... . . .. . . 3.0 2.0 24 .9 
1 97 ... 10 . 0 13.5 6.0 T . .. ... .. ... . 1. 0 4.0 34.5 

189, . .. 9 .0 3.0 6 .0 2.5 ...... . . . . . . 3. 5 11 .7 35. 7 
1899 ... 4.0 27.6 3.0 T ... ... · . . . . . T 8.0 42 .6 
1900 ... T 7. 0 21. 0 T ...... . , . ... 1.5 2.5 32.0 
1901. . . 9.3 1. 5 0.5 · ..... .. . ... .... .. M M · . .. . . . . 
1902 ... M M M M · .. . . . 1. 0 1. 5 11. 0 · .... . .. 

1903 . . . M M M T T . . . .. . 3.0 12.0 · .... ... 
1904 . .. 10 . 5 10.5 M T T · . ... . M M · . ...... 
1905 ... M M T 1.0 · . .. . . .. . : .. M M · ....... 
1906 . . . M 3. 5 26.5 · .. . .. . . . .. . · . .. . . M M · ... .... 
1907 ... M M M M · . .... ... .. . M M · .. ..... 
1908 . .. M 32.0 M M .... . . T 7.0 20 .1 · ....... 
1909 ... M M M M .. . . .. · , .... M M · ...... . 
1910 . . . 5.0 9.0 4.0 . . ... . · ..... T T 15.0 33.0 
1911 ... 9.0 3.5 6.5 . ..... · ..... .... . . 0.2 1.5 20 . 7 
1912 ... 11 .5 6.0 '5.5 · .. . . . · . .... ... . . . T 8.0 31. 0 

1913 ... 4.0 1.0 T 1.0 · ..... · . . . . . 3. 0 2. 5 11 .5 
1914 . .. 14.6 20.0 15 .6 · ..... · . . ... .. . . . . M M · . . . . . .. 
1915 .. . 19.0 T 6.0 0.5 . .. . .. T 2.0 7 .0 34 .5 
1916 . . . 10.5 6.5 7.0 10.0 · . , .. . ... ... T 14.5 48.5 
1917 .. . 8 .5 6 .0 2. 5 T . . . . .. 3.0 T 18.0 38.0 

1918 ... 31. 0 5 . 0 T 8.5 . ..... · . . . . . T 1.5 46.0 
1919 ... 8.5 7 . 5 T T .. .. . . • •• •• oj 0.5 6.5 23 .0 
1920 ... 1.0 5.(/ 0.5 2.0 . ..... .. . . . . M 2. 5 M 
1921. .. 9.0 10 . 0 T T . .. ... T T 5.5 24.5 
1922 .. . 15.0 16.0 1.6 T . . .. .. .... . . 0.5 1. 0 34.0 

1923 ... 9.5 9.0 2.0 0 1.6 . .... . T 1. 0 23.0 
1924 ... 2.0 9 .0 3.6 2 . 0 . ... .. .. ... . 5.0 T 21. 5 
1t25 ... U.5 T 8.0 T · ..... 13.0 T T 42.5 
1t2l ... 11.& ' .5 18.5 '.0 · ..... T T 1. 5 45.0 
It27 ... 4.5 7.0 1.0 0.& · ..... · .. ... 2.0 1.0 

\ 
16 .0 

....... ••• '.J I .• 1.1 T 0.' 1.6 6 .3 
\ 

31 .• 

• ,:;"" I . ... , 
II,.". NIl. • II'" or IIIptoabtT, 1898·1917. 
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Frost Data at Marlinton. S. L. Brown, Observer. 
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Monthly and Annual Precipitation ID Inches at Arbovale. 
H. S. Sutton, Observer. 

Year. Jan. Felt. AI". II Apr. ~ MnY.1 JU" •• !JutY.I: Aug. ( <pt. I: Oct. I: No,·. 1 Dec. \.'nnual. 

102 1 ... , .. .. ... . ... . . . . . .. , . . . . . ... . ... . . ... . ... i.G .. I ...• .. 
1925 8.11 1.64 8.6 ' 2.06 2.88 2.08 6.67 1.28 8.14 6.66 1.88 1.401 IT • II 
J9 2. 8.07 8.60 2.77 ~:~~ 2.84 2.89 0.49 6. 86 8.00 4 .2 8 I.U '.96 46. 
J 927 2.80 6.80 1.47 O. 6 ],69 8.72 ' .8 1 5.71 1.16 8.71 ' .8\ 1.6\ n . lT - ..:J 
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Popula.tion - '1'1 l' 11 . 

>:t"t \ j' '"0 If' 0 OWing 1"hlo, hlken from tlle lJniled 
... ~,I,;..... \, t'nSU5; netul' . f ' 192 
Pv .... ahonhl~ County Il~ .~t".. 0, shows lh e population of 
lion ... : ~ bj (listJ luts for the lmit three ennmeJ'8_ 

~linor Civi l Division. 1920. 1910. \ 1900. 

4,016 4,,50\ 2,678 

6,048 2.496 6,128 
1 ,729 1,407 I,Ii7 
3,209 3,055 2,221 

Edray Dis.trict. i~cluding Marlinton tOWIl .... . .. . 
Greenbank Distnct, in cluding CaBs, DurbIn and 

Thornwood towns . 
Huuters\'-ille District ..... . .... ........... ..... . 

LiLLIe Levels District: 'i'~~l~'{ii~'g 'Hiil~b~~~' t~~~~:: 
I--I--·I~-

Totals for County ......... . ............ 15,002 14,74-0 ,572 

From 1900 to 1910 Pocabontas COlmty had an increase 
in popularjou of 72 per cent. whicb was largely due to tb 
construction of tbe railroad. ilIarlinton, tbe county·seat, had 
a population of 1,177 in 1920. 

Products.-The principal animal products of Pocahontas 
County are cattle. sheep, horses, chickens, swine, mules, and 
goats, in the order named_ 

The principal agricultural products are corn, oats, wheat, 
hay, potatoes, apples, peacbes, grapes, and ry e, in the approxi. 
mate order named. 

The principal manufactured products are lumber and 
leather. under tbe former the Cherry RiYer Boom aud 
Lumber and the West Yirgm;a Pulp and Paper Companie. 
are the large producers witb several smaller comparues 
operating in tbe county. Large quantities of leather are 
'-hipped from tbe Greeubrier Tanner:' of the Lruon Tauning 
Company at ~Iarli:nton and the Pocallolltas Tauuing Company 

at Frank. 
Coal has been exploited very little in tbe county and 

there are at present no producing mines. Limestone ha'> been 
u,P(j extensi"ely in road building \I'itb mailer amounts for 

8~ril'ullnral purposes. 
The Dlineral wuter baH not yet been tlewlo]1ed. The 

tin~ flow of pure water at )Iinnehaha Hpring is used occo iOIl' 
ally !luring thp Hillmer months for bathing while a \'Cry 
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TOWN S AND INDU 8TR I S. 

Marlinton. 

;\IRrlill toll , tlll' ~ountY-"NiI or PocahontA s Connly, i. 
b,' utifllll.,· situated n Ih e fl ood-plain . Ilt the j unctiou of 
Knapp l'1'1'ek allll Greenbrier l-tivcl', in lh e south-centJ'al part 
of th~ l'ount~·. with 811 elevation of 2,] 23 feet above sea-level. 
11 is the site of the olclest se ttl ement in Pocahontas County, 
Illade by Stephen Sewell and Ja cob Mar lin during the wiuler 
of 1750-5] , and 'I'll known as Madin 's Bottom un til 1887. 
Iu December, 1890, Colouel John 'r . McGraw purchased the 
farms know n as Marlin's Bottom (the name of th e post-office 
had been changed three years before) for a to\\'n site. It 
was laid off in towu lots and widely advertised "as a place 
"'here a town would be built" . The Pocahontas Development 
Company \I'll char tered to promote the town. It offered 
, 5.000 to be applied ou a new court-house if the people ,,-ould 
change the county- eat from Hlmtersville to Marlinton. In 
1 ' 91. by a special election this change was authorized and the 
relllo\-al "'as fo llowed hy the construction of the Greenbrier 
Di,ision of the Chesapea ke &, Ohio Railway. The latter work 
began in June, 1899, and ,,-as completed in 1905, hut the fir t 
operation of trains over this branch in Pocahonta Count~· 

was in Decemher, 1900. Since the compl etion of the railroad 
the to\ffi has continued to grow. According to Harri s' the 
tOlI'D wa chartered in 1900 under Chapter 47 of th e Code 
of 1 99, with election to he held anJlual1~' in January. 

Located at Marlinton is a well-equipped gra ded school , 
the Edray District High School, two large churches, and 
th ree banks, The Bank of 1\1arlinton . The First i\ational 
Bank. and The Farmers and ~Ierchants Bank. The to\\'l! h a 
two weekly paper, The Pocahontas Times, established in 
1 ~J. and The ?tlarlinton JourulIl, established in 1918. The 
Grepubrier Tannery of the Union Tanning COll1pan~' i 
lo('ated here u well a • B. Wallace & Co .• Wholesale Drug­
Il'i t , and lInenl lumber companie. The population of 
lIarlintOD iD 1900 wu 171 j in 1910 it wa 1,045 i and in 1920 
it wa 1,117 . 

• .1 ....... • .. LltleIaUn Halldbook, p . 947; 1924 . 
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Greenbrier Tnllnery.-'J1he [ lnion Tanning olllpan)', with 
benll offil.'e~ in Xew York, hn s operllted R wnnery at :\farliuton 
sin~e nbout 1901 , except dm'ing th e Intler I/lI"t of J027 lind 
tllt' Nldy part of 1 28, wben the Ol'igillal plant was bUl"n<.'d . 
..A fter a short dela ,\', however, a new and up-ta-dale tannel'Y 
was built upon tile original site. According to S. X. Hen<:h . 
loeal superintendent, both tanbark and extract are u.~ed in 
tanning; its present daily capacity being approximately GOO 
hides; about 150 men. boih skilled and 1mskilled. are em­
ployed. with lin approximate pay-roll of $120.000 per yea,'. 
This ta nn ery has a reputation for producing a very fine grade 
of leather "'hieh is ]alOW]] by th e trAde name of lIGreenbrier" , , 
and is ill great demand by the leather industry. The finished 
product is shillped a lmost entb'ely to Boston. ~r.ssachnsett'. 
ISee Plates IV and V ) . 

Dnrbin. 

Durbin is situa ted at the j1Ulction of the East and 'Yest 
Forks of Greenbrier Ri"er along the Sta unton and Parl(ers­
bUl'g Pike, being located upon tJl e terrace of the. e two 
streams ,,,itb an elevation of 2,730 feet. H ere the Greenbrier 
Division of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway connects wit h 
the Durbin Branch of the Western ~Ial')' land Rail "'a)' and 
makes Durbin tlle shipping and mercautile center for the 
northern end of tl,e couuty. The to,,"u ",as cha r tereel June 
20, 1906, by the Circni t Court, under Chapter 47 of the Code 
of 1 99, witb elections to be held annually iJl January. The 
populo tion in 1920 was -122. 

Casso 

Cass is situated along the Greenbrier Riyer near the 
mouth of Deer Creek, just east of the southern end of Chcat 
and Back All egheny Mountains, " 'ith an approximatp. eleY"­
tion of 2,4':;0 feet. According to Harris it wa s incorporated 
in 1902, its popula tion by th e Census of 1920 being 1,19;;, 
and hence the largest tOWI1 in th e COllnty. It is situat~d on 
the first and seconcl ten'aces of the riyer. It is served by 
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1111' C'h\' lil'C'lti ,. II lId (1111(, I tnl hvl' Y II lId !Jy II 1111" \)111' rni l rulI<I 
II h \ W".I \ "111 11 '" 1',,1 1' " lid 1'" 1''' '' ( !' /l IIPII II Y, 'I' be I"JIIII ' 

I tllln i ",, "11'(1"(' .1 ""W' ly nl' ' '' "l'l ny ,HoH (, I' Il le W':~l VIr'Kin!u 
P\llp IIlId 1I/1I't' I' ( ' IHIl PII II ,Y whit- II opl'I'IlIO" fl locil l IIIUli)r.,. .,lil l. 

HilI.boro, 

tldl. IJ(I I'" '" Ih(. old rH I 10w lI · i ll l'ocu hOlll nH Count y 1'1'01/1 
thr ttllldpoilll ofl ill 'o l'pOl'a l iOIl , Jlnvi ll U' bcc JI 1!)1 [II'l er'ed in 
l ~~O, It i. 1('t ll,1 d "PO" u. h,'o"o J ve l p ill i ll in tho kO ll l b· 
w r 11"' 11 1111 1'1 or Ill e tO lllll y , wil h 1111 'l cv,H Ion oC 2,:)02 f e't, 
beill lC . illllll pd III lh(l rll i li . l. oC Iho fill rH!. li,lJ r sl.Olle Jann i ng 
ftr('!l ill I he tO lllll y lind iJc ill li IIl1'gt ly HlIl'POr led by th " 
III'ud ll' l ~ 1" ' lI nl III !'" l'III'mH, Irul' IIl0 llY YCUI'H lLi llkbor o W II" 

Ihe l'(il II'III1I/1 I11 1 " li t,)I' or lillI.1. I'egion IJ IlII 81lPfI r tcd the 
U ll1~uorl) A Clld ,' ,"y, 
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P OIOUB M TALB. 

It 'llIN slIid Ion ngu Ihlll 1111 invCHtigalol' wIll) makpH an 
. • ,,' "(']lud upon II g iV(I]1 I'eg ion shollid he prcpllr(>(J to 

~UH I \ I " I " b,' a .. ill t'1'('riv('d liS 1\ P I,)'H ICIIlII W 10 InloJ'mH a patient that 
'IS Il l) hOll(' 01' l'e\'OVCl'y, 

th~rl' . 

A thorou!-(h invl'sliglltioll , howeveJ', of tbe stratigrapby 
I ·trurturP oC tlt e rocks of Pocnhont.as ounty leads tbe 

am " ·1 . 
P
erienced geolog Ist 01' eng In eer to t Ie conclusIon that the 

eX . Id ' [ cious IIIctal' llkc go , SI vel', cOl1per , and lead will not 
pre . II "'f: be found SAve 111 sma quantities, I : at all. There exists. 
however, in practically every county of the State a belief 
that there i' lin abundance of these minerals hidden in some 
secure place, the exact location of wbicb was known only 
by a man who is now gone, the report having been banded 
down f rom generation to generation. Credence in such be­
lief is more prevalent in the more mountainous sections, the 
arO'lIment being offered that lands which do not contain coal 
and which are too rough fOl' cultivation must have gold or 
other precious metals to preserve the general balance in 
natu re, 

It i' a safe assumption , however, that the surface rocks 
of Pocabontas County, which are sedimentary. that ia, de­
po ited in or by water, will not contain precious metala ia 
appr ciable quantiti es. No trace of igneou8 or 'ltlUtllite 
intrusions, with which these metals are commonly UIOCia 
lire known to occur in this area j neither are plup or 
known to occur, whi le ulmost the only IJ,uartz is tIlat wII_ 
i contni(led in the pebbl es of the conglomeratic 
whieh we r deriv d from tb rosion of an ancient ... 
rna. local d along what i now tbe Atlantic 
tillite pos~ibI thes fll1cicnt monntllins, from which 
rnpnt were d rived onl aincd appr ciable amoUD 
prtei(}tI~ metals, but. in I h(' proccss of ero ion, trlUdIpli. 
and retl~"OHition I ht' ores have been 0 cattend 



JlRJlC IOU METALS. 

TRAC 80 OR . 

Ed j ) ' I" ie t ill 1'110 gene,.,1! vieinily of Onoto IIUlfIPr_ 
I II I'll)' 'S ," 

O Is 
"
egal'di,,,, the presence of go ld JI1 an IIrgJJlaceoUli 

OUB j'CP ,. ," G 1" 
I · sto 18 whicb cOlTesponds 1. 0 the ' Ienl'ay or .eyno]ds 
line " . . d t I b horizon, 11'0 1'0 prevalcnt. Som e of tIle o,'e '~ SIl ' 0 'live een 

assa'cd in WI1Bbiugton lind had a va lue of J 5 dollars per 
ton. ) A sample of U,is material, banded to tbe writer, revealed 
small mica flakes and iron pyri tes. As already stated in tbe 
foregoing discussion, gold in appreciable quan t ities will not 
be found in sucb sedimen ts. 

Stony Bottom Prospect.-Some years ago a sbaft was 
sunk near Stony Bottom in the hope of locating gold-bearing 
rock. Unfortunately at the time of the writer's visit this 
opening had fallen partly shut so that the hed-rock could not 
be seen. The surface horizon is in the Catskill Series. A 
sample of tbe rock reported to have been taken from this 
prospect showed traces of copper. The matrix of this small 
single specimen was composed of quartz and was traversed 
by minor fissures, and had the appearance of a true quartz 
vein. It is quite unlikely that any of the precious metals will 
be found in the Catskill rocks. If, however, there should 
prove to be a concealed dike or vein, only further prospectin 
would reveal its economic value. g 
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,,1,11'1 01' IIHI \l "I'lI l1lJ riP I' H i"!' I' III IIH' 110 1'11111"11 purl of t ht 

\· ~)lIllt.V . • • 

lit tl,,· 1l"VUlI ;II II I" " 'iod II" , " '" d"K ii i' III" Cll t" 'II " H"I'J('~ 
'.III· I· .. ~ " (11'" !'lIvIII'nbly wilh II IUH/\ 01' Ih,' ~ 1 1I ", 'h ( '1",,,1. ""d .,,'0 
IU"IIII'" ill ,"oHI '·,, " ,'S " IIlI IK Iho CII I'SH I"' "I.c IIIId Ohi o Hlli l wllY 
su Ihlll th",1 II I·l'· "lIsi l,l' IIvllillll>l o, 'I' hr HI"d ('s 01' t h" (; II(' "IU" I( 
II lId l ' I) I'III g'~ He' ''; ,'s ' " '0 illll'l'lJrd" r d willi ""KKY H/l mlMoll"H NIl 

(hil t II,,'y ol1'e l' l iLlio ill"" CU.II,)III., whi lo Ihe iJllI " I< (Jr ll rHP~ IIlld 
~ l lIn' (' l l u ~ Hlmlos, lowel' dowlI , cO lltuin NU Illu ('h o l"f~lIlJi e III Ot,~ 
1('1' l h,,' 1I,,·i ,· slll 'i llllll/{o would ho too g.'ell l" 

In Ih " i:i i I lIl'ifiJI )'ol'i o(1 "hlli os oceul' ill lhe (; lil1l ol1 11m] 

Hl'd M cdi ll a SOl'iCH. JI1 HOIllO nsos I,ho 1'0 1'10 01.' by '/Ir eful 
Hc lc,t iOl I migJl t be HllCCCSSJ'l1l1y uNcd f Ol' buil d illg bri 'k 0 1' til (" 
bll t Ih(' iJ' OX PORUI'CS 11 1'0 gOl1 o.'nlly il1 llcccsHible s O that th o 
lJ,tt I' loollted depos it s woul d I1l1t u1'l1 11 y Utl'lIlII< th nl in illl -
1' 0 1'11111 '0. 

Fire Clay, 

Th c t r'u o fi ,'c ciIl Y" I hu.t II/IVO II quulity of r esisting high 
fU l'I1 I1 CC t " 'IPI'ntul'CS 11 1'0 not 101 0w n to occur in tbe county, 
It is pOHs ibl tJI Ht ill t he wes t I'n pOl' l.i 11 of the count y ~ome 
of thcs ' I"ys may be Ilssoc iatod with Ihe coala but a ll rlay ~ 
1I8soc ifl.t d w ith t. he conls 'lI' 1I 0t (h'o alnys, 80 that only fur­
thcl' invos tig'!ttion will loiillitcly dot rmino their Jlr~8ence, 
Evoll if 1"'OHcnt. Jl oweVCl', t heiJ.' gC I1 rul inllcCCHsibility would 
rrcvc l1 t. I h i .. , usc i ll t il 11 · ,1,)' 1'lI t llro, 

BUILDING STONE, 

QUARRIES_ 

IJI GII/I.ptcI'S V I-X I ill r lllHiv(I, d<lll lil1 !( with Rtratiil1' .... ., 
t. he su ntistOIl CH hllve ue('n (lCM 'I' ibod, wit.h IIttention oaU 
t ll o~c which 'I/wo beo ll qllul't'ied 01' \Vhi ~h Brc ftuitable 
n J(l~o lll'Y ('iJ IIstrtlCl ti OIJ ; /llId III. tlt e b('~ iIlJlill !( of Chapter 
the Ii mrs l olle q IIllrriNI ll/LVO booll 1I0t rd . Very fttlldom 
til e IOf:ltl 8Il IJtlRtonl'H l)('rlJ lItili~Nl fOl' building \lurpo •• , 
~tI)JHi hpin jf IIsed lIIoslly f'or 1' lIih'olhl hrhl~c abutm,lDt. 
'or 1\ f (·w of tiJn hllW'r bllil"ill ~H of Mtlrlinton, 



40 
BUll DING STON!!, 

AVAILABLE STONE, 

. I ' US desol'ibed ill Pal'l l[ ot f th e CO Ull) , I 
'I'h. san,1stollcS 

0 ' 0 gy alld shBly beds Ilat are of 
, from t hll1 "g 50 t. 75 f 111is report , val",) to massive Jedges 0 eet 
'ld'ng stolle · ' h 

110 " .Iue as blll I , 'ked in to any desll'ed s ape, In 
t1 t can be \I 0 1 t I ' in thickness 18 . "0 severa1 coa rse, gray 0 w ute 

'I I Series tbel e al , t 
the PottSVI e d locally for dimensIOn s One as 

tJ at call be use 'f 
sandstones I tl Mauch Cbunk Series many 0 the 
tl" needs .I'lse, In I I~ and lenticular, while others are of 

are often s ,. y , t t J 
"l1ldstones b 'Bcler with a pleasmgex ure, n ' d durable cat , bl 
1118SS1\'e an 'the 'e are no sandstones sUlta e for 

G brier Series , ' I b 
the . reell of the limestones mIg 1t e success. 
building stone buht som:ses The Union or "lIfarble" member 
f Il ' sed for sue purp , , 
u j u , , ' detail on the followmg pages, The ill be dIscussed mOl e ill 

IV 'ffers no stone durable enough for COIll true. Maccrady Sen es 0 b 
j, ' I b t the Broad Ford Sandstone mem er of the tJOn rna terls., U . bl 

' P no often attains a character sUlta e for underJYlllg' oco 'h' 
' ' t As previously noted It has een quarrIed dlmensIOll s one. 
't tensively at Marlinton and at many other points qnI e ex , b 'd b 
"th Greenbrier River for use ill 1" ge a utments, 

alono e b'l' t db' building foundations and steps, where dura, I y an a raslve 
resista nce are important, " 

In the Devonian Period the CatskIll SerIes contains 
numerons ledges of sandstone that are often shaly and len. 
ticu lar but occasionally quite massive and durable with col. 
ors of bro,vn and red, In the Chemung and Portage Series 
the sandstones are generally flaggy but often attain beds of 
considerable thickness, These beds weather out, breaking 
along the joint-planes into rectangular shapes of various sizes 
and with very smooth faces, 80 that further shaping is un. 
neces~a ry, The colors vary from gray to brown to green and 
buff, 'rhat a market could be found for these flags is quit~ 
likely since structures built from them are not only pleasing 
in appearance but very durable, Several of the Universities 
of central New York have constructed lome of their fineet 
buildings from atone ot limilar character. 

The Gene ee, Hamilton, and Marcellus Beri are quite 
devoid of any roekilUitabl. for bulldiq 1toD. In thilllOlIIlV. 
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1'ho OI'iHI<I<n,I' iN of'LolI JllllHSivo IIlId p 'r~iH I , o nl, bllt .n !.I';s nr~a 
It is ,:cllcl'ully ullfiL ror n"IRon.'y, , 

III thl' !:l illl!' i"n I'odod II. c.'c I1 rc heavy ""nd At.O llf'" .n to 
Clinton Sl"'il'", two of' which fire qllort.,il,i' Il nd veJ'y ilul'fI~le 
but of s lIch II CIUIl'110(('" I1 S 1,0 b very (liffi cu lt 10 work, whIle 
11 Ihird, 0 .' " 1.:0 11 Sund"lon c", is o[ II I'cd 00.1 0 .', vC I'y durab le 
lind ort~n wCllt hc l'S illio l'cc l,/ln g ul 'l l' blocks so lhat flll'th cr 
sJwping is se ldom n e 'ossflry, Wherc th ese beds are n ot all'eady 
brol<c n by g' l'llvity, it is VC I''y diffio ilit to shape lhe m, The 
Whi te Mod ina ~nndstoll c is mass ive lind gen cl'a lly quite 
q ua.' tt it ie, likc those of th e Clinton, and it is v I'y difficult to 
work in to fill Y d es irabl e SIHlP s, In the Red Medi na the sand­
stoncR Ill'e gen cI'lI lI y too sha ly and i)'l'egular to be of any value, 

POCAHONTAS ·' MARBLE'" 

In the vi cinit.y of Hi ll sboro, (See Figllre 20-A) , the nion 
membel', occ ulTin g near the top of the Greenbrier Series, h as 
uttaiocd a charactc r tbat class ifi os it, 1'0 the trade, us a g l'ad e 
of mAl'ble, 'I' hi :' member, w hi ch i s bi .... hJ y fossi l ifel'ous, co n­
tains such mat'ine li re as blastoids (Pentremites ) , c rinoids, 
brachiopods, co ra ls, gastrOlods, anel bryozoa (Archimedes) , 
Along with t hi s abll ndnnce of marin e l ife ure millions of 
min ute oncr etions l'csembliug fish roe wl1i h ," ' call d oo lite, 
Eithe l' at ti lC tim of d opos ition 01' by later in fi l tration from 
ci r culating watet's ( I robab ly t he :t01'l11 1' ) suffi cient coloring 
was caniea in to g ive ii, It p leas in g appcl1l'ancc to th eve , , 
mol' esp c illi ly w hen 1101is hed , 'rhcse 1 posit s va r y in co lor 
from r ed to 111111'00 n to a r in kish lin g Ilnd from thut to th 
VR l'iouq 81,11,(1 C8 of g my, This ma ,'b le phase vl\I'ics from 25 to 
40 feN in thi c kn CNS, iJuing r ed 0 ,' maroon, hi ghl y foss iliferous 

and oo lil ic lit 111 top, and blcnding in to n, li ght fossi lifcrous 
oolil,e, wit h Ih~ vllt'if)L1s s ll"d rs of' I-( I'IIY, lI,t thr hll sr, 'rhis 
JlOrizOJl wi ll )l,'orillec s loll e s lIitllbl e 1'01' orn Am entAl P\ll''po~(,s, 

AlJove LJI e rcd i ~ [I :W· l'oot 11 ig h Iy fos~i I i f('\'ou ~, finc­
I(fAin d, grlly lim PNto ll O !l,nt, co uld nlso be lIRrd as 8 building 
MMle, Along 1I1llrbl(l Hun th ero iN a rOll (,(,II I('d interval of 3:; 
fr t ))('I1('nlll 1110 nbovo-nnJ1lNI g ray and thrn 8 t en -foot 

P 
' I'rwk~,vpauAI "I" Marhle D~po8lte ot 1'0cahontaR County, W, Va .. 

ror , ' t , "Rf emy of Hrl~nce, Vol. 2, pp, 107-117; 1918, 



lH IIU II n i NO S10NI', 

tralllll\ nf \ P I',' I'm",.i lil\II'UIiH li l-C 1i1 "' I'lly IiIlH'H jOIi H ill whit,lt 
"'Olltl' or 1I1 l\ l'osNi ls /1 1'1' fl ll tld witl! pink "tlll 'lI n, 1I111 H llivi ll 6( II 

h,'uutifu l ~ lId'u(' " ", tH' 1! puli t.dIN !. Th C'1'j1) n !H'iI' J'Vlltiowi ij llow 
lhut thN'(\ is n w(wh:llh lt) f'IIN) of' IIhOU L 40 I'(,(·j wil li Ihe })OSMi. 
\11 I Jt.,. (lj' w~i ll ~ 001" tllB ov(' l'I y ill g' IIlId Illld (' l'I y i ll g' Ill Yl' I'/i fr(} l' 

dlll\'l't' l\t g- 1· tHIt'~ 01' hlli l dill~ !-i iOIl C. I f' lilis cO lild be dOIl (' il 
would ill' I'l'U~C tl a' thi clc ll('ss 10 SO 111 0 7!) fct't. AILliong-h tlH~ 

lUllrbl ' ph nso 01' I I " 'S(' d t- po~ il s iH .lillliI 0" 1.0 I ho dfl,'ke" kl,,,tI"., 
l ll l' lllU k rifli PI' CS(, lI tlS H V(, I'Y pleasing appcul'nn· (l. w hen pol ­
i,h('d , 

A bette' I' itl cn 01' 111(.' ciU.II'H Ct:C I", co ntell tR, ond structure 
eM il ue g'lIi ned 1'1'0111 HII cs atllinatiol1 or thin sections of th e 
rocks undel' th e micl'oscopc. Several sft mpl es f ot' this pUl'pOS 
wore h ,k ell frOIll lir e a relL ill th e vi cillity or Hillsbor o by th e 
writ " from whi ch "ce li o'" we" p,'epar -cl by \V . lIaro ld 
'r oml inson of' Swa l'lhmOl'e, .I'll , As wOldd b expcetp.d 1he 
prcclominnJing c n::;t itucll t j ~ clJi cjum em'bonnie, .Iul'gely frolll 
tho shells of marine o l'g <lui ~ lH s, rnnging 11'00'1 76 10 97 prr 
cent, ' ili ca, bolh colloidal and cl')'stn ll in e, is presen t in small 
(IUHntiti!oj l'angil1 g f1 '0 1l1 a littl e OV C: !' one t'o 13 P'I' cent. A 
~01(1i 1 IHilOllnt 0 1: J:cl'I' ie iJ'on is prescnt to give it co lol', along 
with smull illllonnts of 1I 1 11mill~) , mugnc::;i um CH l'bonnte find a 
tnl'e r plJosrl1OL'jc Hc ill, rrh cs · scct- ion~ , ns clllnl'g'cd by Prof. 
\V, E , li u,n sey IIlIel A , Bcrg 01' Ih - Wc, t Virg inia. Agricultural 
Expr rim -n l SI>,tion , "" C h e,'cwi lh rep,'oduced as Platcs Nos, 
JJ IX to LXIlI, 
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h J{
'I' lll!lterial is sought. In this res peel, Pocahontas 

(. Nil . . f th 
t I'S (luite fortunate in having large deposIts 0 wea -('oun \' j' . 

fred ~llrl't beds that make an cxce\.lel1t road-sur aClIlg .ma-
. I 'l'his member (Huntersvill e hert) has been descrIbed IUla . . 

iu detail on pages 236-239. These chert deposIts outcrop on 
either side of Deaver Lick-Drowns-Michael lIIou.ntalDs from 
the Greenbrier County line to Green Bank on Its northern 

tension and can be seen on FIgure 12. This materIal had 
ex f . f I eady been nsed quite extensively for sur aClIlg mallY 0 ;h: roads east of the Greenbrier River and especially State 
hi"hways Nos. 42 and 43 from Marlinton to Green Bank. 
The chert fragments are found weathered out in loose deposits 
along the outcrop of the Huntersville Chert member 0 that 
the material can be r eadily handled by steam shovels. (See 
Plates LVI and LVII) . When spread upon the road, scraping 
to keep the surface smooth is the only treatment neccs ary 
while the finer particles of clay, sand. iron, and limc thAt 
may be pre. ellt form all excellent binder under the weight of 
traffi c. In the second year a coatiJlg of 8S1 halt mixed with 
tine lime cau be put ou and a very good lUI rd- urfacecl road 
is the result. 

River and Creek Gravel.- Many of the river; and larger 
creeks contain large amounts of gravel, which i thc more 
resistant portions of the rocks from which th y came, and 
afford a cheap supply of good material fo r road improve­
ment. This gravel may be used particularly to improve 
muddy roads of secondary importance, where paved road 
would be too expensive to maintain. Usually a good grade 
of gravel can be ecured for aggregate for concrete paving, 
bridge abutments, llJld COllcr ete structures in general. 

Sand.-Sand, which is an important item in road building 
both for masonry alld concrete, can generally be found alol1l 
the rivers and creeks, being derived from the weathering of 
the various sandstones from the Pottsville Series down to and 
including the Medin8S·. Sand of a better quality can be se­
cu~ed by cr~shing it from the sandstones, but it is generally 
qUIte expenSive. In some instances these horizons have been 
~ufllcientJy weathered or decayed to furnish quantities of sand 
at their outcrops. This is pArticularly true of the Oriskany 



~Ul\dNtHII\' til 11 1111 1,\ poi lll ~ u l oll~ il M ollll"'o p, IIl1d of II ", I)I")/IP 
~~lId ... lo l \t1 0 11 Ilroo p l\ l nllllillill. AI I III! IHll l' I' IONdi l ,Y 111(' 

h{\lhl~I\HH.' l':tpS Iht· 1l101l1lluill 1' 0 1" HPVt' !'u l !HjlUII't' Illil l' nlld 

ll\'s It\ pl'HHlieu ll .\ u hori 1.o llt ll l pONi li oll . III II lnllY plal'p~ ittJ 
UPIH,'" port iOIl haN lWE.' 1l ~o IlItH' " dccuyed I hll t 1:1 "gop q ullnl i I jf'JoI 

lil l'h.'UIl IOlH'H: slllld 1) 1'0 uvuilau lc. 
I n uddilioll 10 thl'NC Hlutcl' ials LlI CI'C arr 1l1l111CI'OUS 81l1ld ­

' t01ws us \\'('11 ns IHOIliH'CO li s fllld cn1 Cnl"C01l8 shales that mily 

ol'tt.'1t bt' lIs('d ndv:1 nlH g'co w·dy on !lI e locn l rands to j mprove 
I lit. 'it' l~ ontlijiO It . 

GLASS-SAND, 

No dev lopmellt ot g la ss-sand has been attempted in 
Pocahontas County, although tl1el'e al'e one 0 " mOl'e deposits 
that deserve detai led investigation, Since s ilica is the majol' 
ingrE.'dient of g lH ss-.sand, it influences the character of the 
war E.' . Hnds with impurities, unless they can b easi ly re­
mond, and ospcc ially if t l1 ey 81'0 to be used fo r the high I' 

:;rnldcs of g l>lss\V>1 re, should be avoided, hemi cl1l anal," ses 
of most sa nds show at least trl1ces of iron oxi Ie, alumina, 
titani(uu ox ide, jjnle, ma g nesia, Hud organic matter, but the e 
(II'C oCten included in mineral gra ins sepa rate f rom the qual'tz 
nnd lUay be cllSily r cmoved, 

Along wi t h a good sa nd two other fa ctors are important , 
one be in" II favorable qual'ry site >lnd the other , access to 
good trlln.' por tlltion , These various fac tol' were cou id ered 
in Sll lllplin" SR LlClstoncs for analy is ill Pocahontas ounty, 
Among the num erons sandstones available only two offer 
gll,,"-sll nd pos ibili t ies, these bing the Droop Ilnd White 
JIIedinn Sa ndsto n s, The Oriskany Andslone, which i quar­
ried extensively in Berkeley ount~', is gen erall~' quite im­
pure in P oc» hontas, 

'I'he Droop 'a ndstone tha t covers s verRI hundred acre, 
on Droop l\1ountain meets the genel'al requirements of R 

j(lll ~-sH IHI un less it sh oulU be too fine, Unfortunately no 
_crt'en teNts lI'ere malic but the s»nd is in gencral quite fine 
HIHI might not /Ill bo ret»ined on the 120-tue 'h which i 
" ' tinily drmulldcd, 
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'fwo snll\ pl ('~ (If Illi l'i NUlld x t o ll e WP I'C tak p ll in liJ(' (j(·ld by 

I'i n'j' nnd tl lI n l \' ~('d in lho ~ lIrvey IHbol'uiol'Y by ])1', B. the W • 
H. KuphlH . ( 'ht' lui .... I. ' Plt c cO llt ents wel'e 11:$ follows: 

Sample 
No.53 PH . 
Pe r cent. 

Silica (S IO,) ........ ····.·•······ 9R.18 
.l1'erri c Iron (F'o~OJ )" """ """ 0.36 
Alumi na (A I20 , )............. . ... 0.70 
Magnes ia (MgOl ........... ·..... 0.22 
Polas h ( 1(,0) + Soda (Na,O)... 0. 11 
Loss 0 11 Ig ni tion .. , ......... . . . .. 0.46 

T ola l. .... ......... .. . .. . . ... 100 . 03 

Sample 
No.64 PH . 
P e l' cent. 

98.14 
0 . 12 
0 . 56 
0 .26 
0.21 
0.46 

99.75 

Sample No. 53, ta);;:eu on DrO? ll Mountain, a lo ng Millstone Cr eek, 
e mile north or Caesar Mounla lD Sch ool. 

on Sample No. 64 .. ta l<e n from ledge on Droop Mountain 0.2 mile 
llortbwest or Mt. Zion Church. 

With r eference to No. 64 PH., Dr. Kaplan r eported that 
b,' washing- with dilnte llluriatic acid practically all the ilU­
l'~rities were removed and left a product of great purity. 

'rh e \Vhite lIIedina Sandstone is often quite quartzitic in 
characte r and would be expensive to crush. At ome loca li­
ties, however, it appem's to be more porous and offers glass­
sand pos ibilities. Such an exposure is seen near lIIinnehaha 
Spring-s wh ere the fo llowin g sample was coll ected: 

Sample 
No. 61 PH. 
Per cent. 

Silica (S iO,)....... . . ... . ..... . .. . .. . . .. .. . .. 97.76 
Ferri c Iron (Fe,O,)..... .. ... ..... . ...... . . . . 1. 28 
Alumi na (AI,O, ).... ... .... . ............ . .. . . 0.62 
Magnes ia (MgO).................. .. ......... 0 .05 
Loss on Ignition.... .. . . . .. .. .. • .. .. .. • . . .. .. 0.00 

Total. ...... .... .... .. ... . ... . ........... 99.71 

Dr. Kapl an, who anaJyzed the above sample, al80 note 
that the iron content ca n be almost completely removed by 
washing with dilute rnuriutic Hcid. 

In view of the great amount of land at th 
Hpective horizons, and pllrticularly the foraer 
lIountain IIrea, wller(' it iN practiclUr free ~_ ._ 
where it could be lowerl'd by gra I 


